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Elena Chernyak is Associate Professor of Sociology at Hartwick College. Holding a PhD in
Sociology from the University of Windsor (Canada), along with Master’s degrees in journalism,
social work, and religious studies, she is an internationally engaged scholar whose research
focuses on gender, culture, religion, immigration, nationalism, violence, and social inequality,
with particular attention to post-socialist and comparative global contexts. Her publications
appear in leading peer-reviewed journals and scholarly volumes, contributing to broader
debates in sociology, social justice, and human rights. She has presented her work at major
international and North American conferences, including the International Sociological
Congress, the International Congress of Human Rights, the International Congress on Gender-
Based Violence, and meetings of the American and Canadian sociological associations. She
currently serves as a 2026 Economic and Social Council Delegate to the United Nations,
representing Sociologists for Women in Society.
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