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SYLLABUS
REGARDING THE QUALIFICATION CYCLE FROM 2026TO 2028
ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027

1. Basic Course/Module Information 
	Course/Module title
	Sociology of the Family

	Course/Module code *
	

	Faculty (name of the unit offering the field of study)
	Faculty of Education and Philosophy

	Name of the unit running the course
	Institute of Education (Pedagogy)

	Field of study
	Education, Sociology, Economics, Political Sciences, Law

	Qualification level 
	BA, MA

	Profile
	

	Study mode
	Full-time

	Year and semester of studies
	2026/2027 – summer semester

	Course type
	

	Language of instruction
	English

	Coordinator
	Dr Sławomir Rebisz, PhD.

	Course instructor
	Dr Sławomir Rebisz, PhD.



* - as agreed at the faculty


1.1. Learning format – number of hours and ECTS credits 

	
Semester
(n0.)
	Lectures
	Classes
	
Laboratories

	Seminars
	Practical classes
	Internships
	others
	ECTS credits 

	
	
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	3




1.2. Course delivery methods

- delivered in a traditional format

1.3. Course/Module assessment (exam, pass with a grade, pass without a grade) 

- exam
2. Prerequisites 
	Introduction to Sociology, Social Psychology




3. Objectives, Learning Outcomes, Course Content, and Instructional Methods

3.1. Course/Module objectives
	O1
	To familiarize students with basic terms in family sociology and phenomena related to the functioning of the family as a fundamental element of the social structure.

	O2
	To introduce the diversity of cultural and theoretical perspectives on the family.

	O3
	To develop the ability to analyse factors influencing changes in family structures.




3.2. Course/Module Learning Outcomes (to be completed by the coordinator)


	Learning Outcome
	The description of the learning outcome 
defined for the course/module
	Relation to the degree programme outcomes

	LO_01
	Students will have knowledge of the family as a social group and understand the social processes that influence the shape and functions of the family.
	K_W

	LO_02
	Students will possess knowledge about the shaping of marriage and family models under cultural influences and be aware of alternative forms of marriage-family life.
	K_W

	LO_03
	Students will analyse family situations using sociological concepts and relate them to micro- and macro-social processes and identify future directions of family transformations.
	K_U

	LO_04
	Students show openness to diverse forms of family life, engage in reflective academic discussion, and cooperate responsibly in team-based analysis of family issues.
	K_K



3.3. Course content (to be completed by the coordinator)
A. Lectures

	Content outline

	

	



B. Classes, laboratories, seminars, practical classes

	Content outline 

	Sociology of the Family. Evolutionary framework of the family

	Family and Its Functions. Family and Social Roles

	New Meanings of the Family in Europe: Gender Relations Between Ideology and Practice 

	Marriage and Family: Fewer Marriages, Fewer Divorce

	Intra-Family Processes

	The Family as a Dynamic Social System. Between continuity and change – a sociological overview of family transformations

	The social institution - the family and changes in the family model of Western culture

	The Changing Nature of Childhood; Families and Ageing Societies

	Globalization, Migration and Intimate Relations; Migration and Families in European Society

	Multidimensional Nature of Family Migration: Transnational and Mixed Families in Europe; Families, Fertility and Populations                                                             

	Family Transformations and Sub-replacement Fertility in Europe; Families and New Reproductive Technologies



3.4. Methods of Instruction

Lecture: 
Classes: introductory lectures supported by multimedia presentations, moderated academic discussion, text analysis, case study analysis, group work and problem-solving tasks, team-based project method and presentations

4. Assessment techniques and criteria 

4.1 Methods of evaluating learning outcomes 


	Learning outcome

	Methods of assessment of learning outcomes (e.g. test, oral exam, written exam, project, report, observation during classes)
	Learning format (lectures, classes,…)

	LO-01
	WriTten exam
	Classes

	LO-02
	discussing a case study during the class, practical tasks
	Classes

	LO-03
	practical tasks, Project Work
	Classes

	LO-04
	Project work, observation during classes, participation in discussion
	Classes




4.2 Course assessment criteria 

	Final assessment for the course is based primarily on the final examination and supported by the evaluation of the team project and class participation.

Assessment criteria linked to learning outcomes
Grade 3 (Satisfactory performance – basic achievement of learning outcomes)
A student receiving a grade of 3 demonstrates basic achievement of the course learning outcomes and is able to:
· correctly answer at least 51% of questions concerning the family as a social group and the social processes influencing its structure and functions;
· correctly answer at least 51% of questions concerning the development of models of marriage and family under the influence of cultural transformations and the emergence of alternative forms of family life;
· complete basic tasks assigned during classes;
· analyse selected family situations in relation to micro- and macro-social processes and indicate possible directions of family change, performing tasks and preparing the project with significant guidance from the instructor.

Grade 4 (Good performance – solid achievement of learning outcomes)
A student receiving a grade of 4 demonstrates a solid achievement of the course learning outcomes and is able to:
· correctly answer at least 70% of questions concerning the family as a social group and the social processes influencing its structure and functions;
· correctly answer at least 70% of questions concerning the development of models of marriage and family under the influence of cultural transformations and alternative forms of family life;
· complete most tasks assigned during classes with only minor inaccuracies;
· analyse family situations in relation to micro- and macro-social processes and identify likely directions of family change, performing tasks and preparing the project with limited guidance from the instructor.

Grade 5 (Very good performance – full achievement of learning outcomes)
A student receiving a grade of 5 demonstrates full achievement of the course learning outcomes and is able to:
· correctly answer at least 90% of questions concerning the family as a social group and the social processes influencing its structure and functions;
· correctly answer at least 90% of questions concerning the development of models of marriage and family under the influence of cultural transformations and alternative forms of family life;
· complete all tasks assigned during classes accurately and without errors;
· independently analyse family situations in relation to micro- and macro-social processes and identify potential directions of future family change while completing tasks and preparing the project.



5. Total student workload needed to achieve the intended learning outcomes 
– number of hours and ECTS credits 


	Activity
	Number of hours

	Course hours
	20 h

	Other contact hours with the instructor (consultations - lectures, tutorials, project, and examination)
	5 h

	Non-contact hours - student's own work: (preparation for classes, individual study of lecture content, project work, preparation for the final exam.)
	50 h

	Total number of hours
	75 h

	Total number of ECTS credits
	3


* One ECTS point corresponds to 25-30 hours of total student workload


6. Internships related to the course/module

	Number of hours

	Not required

	Internship regulations and procedures
	Not required



7. Instructional materials

	Compulsory literature: 
1. A Sociology of Family Life: Change and Diversity in Intimate Relations / Deborah Chambers, Pablo Gracia - Polity Press, 2021.
2. The Wiley Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of Families / ed. J Treas - John Wiley and Sons Ltd, 2017.



	Complementary literature: 
1. The Palgrave Handbook of Family Sociology in Europe / Anna-Maija Castren, Vida Cesnuityte, Isabella Crespi - Springer Nature Switzerland AG, 2021.








Approved by the Head of the Department or an authorised person
1
