
SYLLABUS
REGARDING THE QUALIFICATION CYCLE FROM 2023TO 2026

1. Basic Course/Module Information 
	Course/Module title
	Introduction to Critical Thinking in Education

	Course/Module code *
	

	Faculty (name of the unit offering the field of study)
	Faculty of Pedagogy and Philosophy

	Name of the unit running the course
	Institute of Education (Pedagogy)

	Field of study
	Education, Methodology

	Qualification level 
	BA,  MA, PhD

	Profile
	

	Study mode
	Full-  time

	Year and semester of studies
	2026/27 winter/summer semester

	Course type
	Classes

	Language of instruction
	English

	Coordinator
	Rafał Mazur, PhD

	Course instructor
	Rafał Mazur, PhD



* - as agreed at the faculty


1.1.Learning format – number of hours and ECTS credits 

	Semester
(n0.)
	Lectures
	Classes
	Colloquia
	Lab classes

	Seminars
	Practical classes
	Internships
	others
	ECTS credits 

	2
	
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2




1.2. Course delivery methods
- conducted in a traditional way,
- involving distance education methods and techniques

1.3. Course/Module assessment (exam, pass with a grade, pass without a grade) 

Pass with a grade

2. Prerequisites 
	English language proficiency at minimum B2 level
Introductory knowledge of pedagogy and educational theory
Basic academic reading and writing skills




3. Objectives, Learning Outcomes, Course Content, and Instructional Methods

3.1. Course/Module objectives
	O1
O2
O3
	Develop students’ understanding of the theoretical foundations of critical thinking in educational contexts.

	
	Strengthen students’ analytical and evaluative skills in relation to arguments, educational texts, and media discourse.

	
	Prepare future educators to design and implement pedagogical strategies that foster critical thinking in learners.




3.2. Course/Module Learning Outcomes  (to be completed by the coordinator)


	Learning Outcome
	The description of the learning outcome 
defined for the course/module
	Relation to the degree programme outcomes

	LO_01 – LO_05

	Define and critically discuss major theoretical approaches to critical thinking in education.
Students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the principal theoretical frameworks underpinning critical thinking, including philosophical, psychological, and pedagogical perspectives. They will examine contributions from analytic philosophy, critical pedagogy, cognitive psychology, and contemporary educational theory, comparing their assumptions, methodologies, and implications for teaching practice. Students will be expected not only to describe these approaches accurately but also to critically evaluate their strengths, limitations, and relevance to diverse educational contexts.
	

	
	Analyze and evaluate arguments, identifying assumptions, biases, and logical fallacies.
Students will demonstrate the ability to deconstruct complex arguments by identifying premises, conclusions, implicit assumptions, and patterns of reasoning. They will learn to recognize cognitive biases, rhetorical strategies, and common logical fallacies (e.g., ad hominem, false dilemma, slippery slope) in both academic and public discourse. Furthermore, they will assess the credibility of sources, the quality of evidence, and the coherence of reasoning, applying established standards of clarity, accuracy, relevance, and logical consistency.
	

	
	Critically interpret educational materials and media content.
Students will acquire advanced skills in critically reading and interpreting textbooks, curricula, policy documents, and various forms of media. They will examine how knowledge is constructed, represented, and legitimized in educational contexts, paying particular attention to issues of ideology, power, cultural representation, and hidden curricula. This outcome includes the ability to situate educational and media texts within broader socio-political and epistemological frameworks.
	

	
	Design instructional activities aimed at developing learners’ critical thinking skills.
Students will be able to translate theoretical knowledge into pedagogical practice by designing lesson plans and instructional strategies that intentionally cultivate critical thinking. This includes formulating higher-order questions, structuring dialogical learning environments, integrating problem-based and inquiry-based learning models, and creating assessment tasks that measure analytical and reflective competencies. Emphasis will be placed on aligning learning objectives, teaching methods, and assessment strategies in a coherent instructional design.
	

	
	Demonstrate reflective awareness of their own beliefs, assumptions, and pedagogical practices.
Students will engage in systematic self-reflection regarding their own epistemological assumptions, cultural perspectives, and educational values. They will critically examine how personal beliefs and prior experiences influence their interpretation of knowledge and their pedagogical decisions. This reflective dimension aims to foster intellectual humility, openness to alternative viewpoints, and a commitment to continuous professional development grounded in critical self-awareness.
	



3.3. Course content  (to be completed by the coordinator)

Classes
	1.
	Introduction to Critical Thinking
Definitions and conceptual frameworks
The role of critical thinking in contemporary education

	2.
	Cognitive Biases and Barriers to Rational Thinking
Heuristics and cognitive distortions
Stereotypes and implicit assumptions

	3.
	Argumentation and Logical Reasoning 
Structure of arguments 
Common logical fallacies

	4.
	Media Literacy and Critical Analysis 
Persuasion and manipulation 
Disinformation and “fake news”

	5.
	Critical Reading in Education 
Analysis of textbooks and curricular materials 
Representation, ideology, and hidden curriculum

	6.
	Dialogue and Critical Pedagogy
Socratic questioning
Structured academic debate

	7.
	Teaching Strategies for Critical Thinking
 Inquiry-based learning
Problem-based learning

	8.
	Technology, AI, and Critical Thinking
Digital literacy
Ethical and epistemological challenges of AI in education

	9.
	Designing a Teaching Project 
Development of a lesson plan promoting critical thinking

	10.
	Project Presentations and Reflective Discussion



3.4. Methods of Instruction
Guided text analysis
Seminar discussion
Case study analysis
Project-based learning
Structured debate
Reflective practiceLaboratory classes: designing and conducting experiments

4. Assessment techniques and criteria 
Methods of Assessment:
Active participation in class discussions
Development of a mini teaching project (lesson plan)
Oral presentation of the project
Assessment Criteria:
Analytical rigor and clarity of argumentation
Theoretical grounding of the project
Pedagogical relevance and feasibility
Critical self-reflection
Academic language proficiency


4.1 Methods of evaluating learning outcomes 


	Learning outcome

	Methods of assessment of learning outcomes (e.g. test, oral exam, written exam, project, report, observation during classes)
	Learning format (lectures, classes,…)

	LO-01 - LO-o5

	Observation during classes,  oral presentation
	Classes




4.2 Course assessment criteria 

	Success in this course depends on attending class regularly, actively participating in class, and taking thorough notes. 
Final test
Students  orally present their stories built with cultural texts 
The exam will cover the text and lecture material
Extra points might be administred for outstanding active participation in classes and presentations




5. Total student workload needed to achieve the intended learning outcomes 
– number of hours and ECTS credits 


	Activity
	Number of hours

	Scheduled course contact hours
	10

	Other contact hours involving the teacher (consultation hours, examinations)
	2

	Non-contact hours - student's own work (preparation for classes or examinations, projects, etc.)
	48

	Total number of hours
	60

	Total number of ECTS credits
	2


* One ECTS point corresponds to 25-30 hours of total student workload



6. Internships related to the course/module

	Number of hours

	Not required

	Internship regulations and procedures
	Not required




7. Instructional materials

	Compulsory literature:

"Brookfield, S. D. Teaching for Critical Thinking.
Paul, R., & Elder, L. Critical Thinking: Tools for Taking Charge of Your Learning and Your Life.
Facione, P. A. Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It Counts.
Fisher, A. Critical Thinking: An Introduction.


	Complementary literature: 

Kahneman, D. Thinking, Fast and Slow.
McPeck, J. Critical Thinking and Education.
Freire, P. Pedagogy of the Oppressed.





Approved by the Head of the Department or an authorised person
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