Appendix No. 1.5 to the Resolution No. 7/2023 
                                                                                                                                                      of the Rector of the University of Rzeszów

SYLLABUS
REGARDING THE QUALIFICATION CYCLE FROM 2026 TO 2027
ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027

1. Basic Course/Module Information 
	Course/Module title
	AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD)

	Course/Module code *
	

	Faculty (name of the unit offering the field of study)
	Department of Education and Philosophy


	Name of the unit running the course
	Institute of Pedagogy


	Field of study
	Special Education

	Qualification level 
	 Masters


	Profile
	Practical

	Study mode
	Full time

	Year and semester of studies
	1st semester

	Course type
	Education and therapy of people with autism spectrum disorder

	Language of instruction
	English

	Coordinator
	Pdh Agnieszka Łaba-Hornecka

	Course instructor
	Pdh Agnieszka Łaba-Hornecka



* - as agreed at the faculty


1.1.Learning format – number of hours and ECTS credits 

	Semester
(n0.)
	Lectures
	Classes
	Laboratories
	Seminars
	Practical classes
	Internships
	others
	ECTS credits 

	1
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5




1.2. Course delivery methods
- conducted in a traditional way 
- involving distance education methods and techniques

1.3. Course/Module assessment (exam, pass with a grade, pass without a grade) 
pass without a grade


2. Prerequisites 
	special education, psychology of child development




3. Objectives, Learning Outcomes, Course Content, and Instructional Methods

3.1. Course/Module objectives
	O1
	The course is designed to provide students of knowledge about autism spectrum disorder (asd); 

	O2
	During the course, the student becomes familiar with the usuful startegies and their therapeutic use in working with children with autism spectrum disorder (asd);

	O3
	IN ADDITION, THE COURSE WILL READ UP THE STUDETNS WITH CHARACTERISTIC OF CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) AND IT WILL SHOW THE OPPORTUNITIES AND WAYS OF PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) AND THEIR FAMILIES.





3.2. Course/Module Learning Outcomes  (to be completed by the coordinator)


	Learning Outcome
	The description of the learning outcome 
defined for the course/module
	Relation to the degree programme outcomes

	LO_01
	student Characterizes children with autism spectrum disorder (asd).
	

	LO_02
	student gives a description of the main characteristics of commonly described as triad of impairments in autism spectrum disorder (asd): communication; social interaction; felaxability of thinking and behaviour.
	

	LO_03
	student Characterizes the basic principles of therapy in terms of working with children with autism spectrum disorder (asd).
	

	LO_04
	student analyzes and interprets the needs of children with autism spectrum disorder (asd) in the educational context.
	

	LO_05
	Through studying student is able to integrate interdisciplinary knowledge of children’s development and social and psychological opportunities to provide better educational chances for children with autism spectrum disorder (asd).
	

	LO_06
	student is aware of individual needs of children with autism spectrum disorder (asd) therefore gets involved through work with the other teachers and professionals in order to provide better support for children with autism spectrum disorder (asd).
	

	LO_07
	student Is aware of his knowledge and pedagogical skills and the need for continuous training and professional development with regard to support of children with autism spectrum disorder (asd).
	

	LO_08
	student is aware of problems of the family of a child with autism spectrum disorder (asd) therefore can suggest appropriate support for the family.
	



3.3. Course content  (to be completed by the coordinator)

A. Lectures
	Content outline 

	autism spectrum disorder (asd) – definition and key characteristics (autism disorder, asperger’s syndrome, rett’s syndrome, childchood disintegrative disorder, pervasive developmental disorder).

	The triad of impairments: communication; social interaction; felaxability of thinking and behaviour.

	useful strategies for improving social interaction of children with Autism spectrum disorder (asd).

	social stories and comic strip conversations in Autism spectrum disorder (asd).

	pec’s to support early communication skills.

	social context of play in working with children with Autism spectrum disorder (asd).

	working woth family of a child with autosm spectrum disorder (asd).





B. Classes, laboratories, seminars, practical classes

	Content outline

	

	

	

	                                                                




3.4. Methods of Instruction
Lecture: a problem-solving lecture/a lecture supported by a multimedia presentation/ distance learning



4. Assessment techniques and criteria 

4.1 Methods of evaluating learning outcomes 


	Learning outcome

	Methods of assessment of learning outcomes (e.g. test, oral exam, written exam, project, report, observation during classes)
	Learning format (lectures, classes,…)

	LO-01
	Report, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-o2
	Report, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-03
	Report, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-o4
	Project, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-05
	Project, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-o6
	Project, observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-07
	observation during classes
	lectures

	LO-o8
	observation during classes
	lectures




4.2 Course assessment criteria 

	Forms of assessment: 
- Discussion; 
- Analysis and interpretation of reading source materials; 
- report; 
- project.



5. Total student workload needed to achieve the intended learning outcomes 
– number of hours and ECTS credits 


	Activity
	Number of hours

	Course hours
	10

	Other contact hours involving the teacher (consultation hours)
	1

	Non-contact hours - student's own work: preparation for classes, 
studying literature, 
preparation of a report and 
a project).  
	

18
36
60

	Total number of hours
	125

	Total number of ECTS credits
	5


* One ECTS point corresponds to 25-30 hours of total student workload



6. Internships related to the course/module

	Number of hours

	

	Internship regulations and procedures
	




7. Instructional materials

	Compulsory literature:
1. AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (2013): IN: AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION. DIAGNOSTIC AND STATISTICAL MANUAL OF MENTAL DISORDERS, FIFTH EDITION. AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC PUBLISHING, PP. 50-59.
2. BARON-COHEN S., LESLIE A., FRITH U. (1985). DOES THE AUTISTIC CHILD HAVE A “THEORY OF MIND?”. ,,COGNITION”, NO 21, PP. 37-46.
3. BAUMINGER N., SHULMAN C., AGAM G. (2003). PEER INTERACTION AND LONELINESS IN HIGH-FUNCTIONING CHILDREN WITH AUTISM. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 33, PP. 489-507.
4. CELANI G., BATTACCHINI M. W., ARCIDIACONO L. (1999). THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE EMOTIONAL MEANING OF FACIAL EXPRESSIONS IN PEOPLE WITH AUTISM. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 29, PP. 57-66.
5. COOPER B., WIDDOWS N. (2004). KNOWING YOURSELF, KNOWING OTHERS: ACTIVITIES THAT TEACH SOCIAL SKILLS. NORWALK. 
6. DEMATTEO F.J., ARTER P.S., SWOREN-PARISE CH., FASCIANA M., PAULHAMUS M.A. (2012): SOCIAL SKILLS TRAINING FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER: OVERVIEW AND IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE. “NATIONAL TEACHER EDUCATION JOURNAL”, NO 5(4),  PP. 57-65.
7. FILIPEK P., ACCARDO P., BARANEK G., COOK E., DAWSON G., GORDON B. ET AL. (1999): THE SCREENING AND DIAGNOSIS OF AUTISTIC SPECTRUM DISORDERS. ,,JOURNAL OF  AUTISM DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 29 (6), PP. 439-484. 
8. FROST L., M.S., CCC-SLP BONDY A. (2010): THE PECS, TRAINING MANUAL, SECOND EDITION, THE UNITED STATES BY PYRAMID EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS, NEWARK, DE.
9. GILLIS J. M., CALLAHAN E. H., ROMAŃCZYK R. G. (2011): ASSESSMENT OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN WITH AUTISM: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENT OF SOCIAL INTERACTIONS IN YOUNG CHILDREN. ,,RESEARCH IN AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS”, NO 5 (1), PP. 351-360.
10. GLAESER, B. C., PIERSON, M. R., & FRITSCHMANN, N. (2003): COMIC STRIP CONVERSATIONS: A POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL SUPPORT STRATEGY. TEACHING EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN, NO 36 (2), PP. 14-19.
11. GRAY C., (1994): COMIC STRIP CONVERSATIONS. ILLUSTRATED INTERACTIONS THAT TEACH CONVERSATION SKILLS TO STUDENTS WITH AUTISM AND RELATED DISORDERS. JENISON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, JENISON, MICHIGAN.
12. HANDBOOK OF AUTISM AND PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS, ASSESSMENT, INTERVENTIONS, AND POLICY, (1014): JOHN WILEY & SONS.
13. HAUCK M., FEIN D., WATERHOUSE L., FEINSTEIN C. (1995): SOCIAL INITIATIONS BY AUTISTIC CHILDREN TO ADULTS AND OTHER CHILDREN. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 25, PP. 579-595.
14. HELT M., KELLEY E., KINSBOURNE M., PANDEY J., BOORSTEIN H., HERBERT M. ET AL. (2008): CAN CHILDREN WITH AUTISM RECOVER? IF SO, HOW?. ,,NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW”, NO 18 (4), PP. 339-66.
15. HILL E., FRITH U. (2003): UNDERSTANDING AUTISM: INSIGHTS FROM MIND AND BRAIN. IN: U. FRITH, E. HILL (RED.) AUTISM: MIND AND BRAIN. OXFORD, PP. 1-19.
16. HOWLIN P. (1986): AN OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR IN AUTISM. IN: E. SCHOPLER, G. MESIBOV (RED.) SOCIAL BEHAVIOR IN AUTISM. NEW YORK, PP. 103-132.
17. LEVY S., MANDELL D., SCHULTZ R. (2009): AUTISM, ,,LANCET”, NO 374 (9701), PP. 1627-1638.
18. MYERS S., JOHNSON C. (2007): MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS. ,,PEDIATRICS”, NO 120 (5), PP. 1162-82. 
19. ONORE C., CAREAGA M., ASHWOOD P. (AUGUST 2011): THE ROLE OF IMMUNE DYSFUNCTION IN THE PATHOPHYSIOLOGY OF AUTISM. ,,BRAIN, BEHAVIOR AND IMMUNITY”, NO 26 (3), PP. 383-392. 
20. RAPIN I., TUCHMAN R. (2008): AUTISM: DEFINITION, NEUROBIOLOGY, SCREENING, DIAGNOSIS. ,,PEDIATRIC CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA”, NO 55 (5), PP. 1129-1146. 
21. ROGERS, M. F., & MYLES, B. S. (2001): USING SOCIAL STORIES AND COMIC STRIP CONVERSATIONS TO INTERPRET SOCIAL SITUATIONS FOR ADOLESCENT WITH ASPERGER’S SYNDROME. INTERVENTION IN SCHOOL AND CLINIC, NO 36, PP. 310-313. 
22. SHAKED, M., & YIRMIYA, N. (2003): UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL DIFFICULTIES. IN: M. PRIOR (EDS.) LEARNING AND BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS IN ASPERGER SYNDROME. NEW YORK: GUILFORD PRESS, PP. 126-147.
23. SIGMAN M., SPENCE S., WANG A. (2006): AUTISM FROM DEVELOPMENTAL AND NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES. ,,ANNUAL REVIEW CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY”, NO 2, PP. 327-355. 
24. Wing L. (1997): The autistic spectrum. ,,Lancet”, No 350, pp. 1761-1766.



	Complementary literature: 
1. LIBBY S., POWELL S., MESSER D., JORDAN R. (1998): SPONTANEOUS PLAY IN CHILDREN WITH AUTISM: A REAPPRAISAL. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 28, PP. 487-497.
2. LORD C. (1984): THE DEVELOPMENT OF PEER RELATIONS IN CHILDREN WITH AUTISM. IN: F. J. MORRISON, C. LORD, D. KEATING (RED.) APPLIED DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY, VOL. 1. ORLANDO, PP. 165-230.
3. LORD C., HOPKINS J. M. (1986): THE SOCIAL BEHAVIOR OF AUTISTIC CHILDREN WITH YOUNGER AND SAME-AGE NONHANDICAPPED PEERS. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 16, PP. 249-262.
4. NJARDVIK U., MATSON J., CHERRY K. (1999): A COMPARISON OF SOCIAL SKILLS IN ADULTS WITH AUTISTIC DISORDER, PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, AND MENTAL RETARDATION. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 29, PP. 287-295.
5. OCHS E., KREMER-SADLIK T., GAINER SIROTA K., SOLOMON O. (2004): AUTISM AND THE SOCIAL WORLD: AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. ,,DISCOURSE STUDIES”, NO 6 (2), PP. 147-183. 
6. PLUMET M. H., TARDIF C. (2005): UNDERSTANDING THE FUNCTIONING OF SOCIAL INTERACTION WITH AUTISTIC CHILDREN. IN: L. ANOLII, S. DUNCAN JR., M. S. MAGNUSSON, G. RIVA (RED.) THE HIDDEN STRUCTURE OF INTERACTION: FROM NEURONS TO CULTURE PATTERNS. AMSTERDAM, PP. 181-194.
7. Rousseau C. (2010): Stimulating creative play inchildren with autism through sandplay. ,,The Arts in Psychotherapy”, No 37(1), pp. 56-64.
8. SCANLON K. (1993): ART THERAPY WITH AUTISTIC CHILDREN. ,,PRATT INSTITUTE CREATIVE ARTS THERAPY REVIEW”, NO 14, PP. 34-43.
9. STACK M. (1998): HUMPTY DUMPTY’S SHELL: WORKING WITH AUTISTIC DEFENSE MECHANISMS IN ART THERAPY. IN: M. REES (RED.) DRAWING ON DIFFERENCE: ART THERAPY WITH PEOPLE WHO HAVE LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. NEW YORK, PP. 91-110.
10. TAGER-FLUSBERG H. (1996): CURRENT THEORY AND RESEARCH ON LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION IN AUTISM. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 26, PP. 169-172. 
11. VOLKMAR F. R., KLIN A. (1993): SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN AUTISM: HISTORICAL AND CLINICAL PERSPECTIVES. IN: S. BARON-COHEN, H. TAGER-FLUSBERG, D. J. COHEN (RED.) UNDERSTANDING OTHER MINDS: PERSPECTIVES FROM AUTISM. OXFORD, PP. 41-55. 
12. WILLEMSEN-SWINKLES S. H. N., BUITELAAR J. K., WIEJEN F. G., VAN ENGELAND H. (1998): TIMING OF SOCIAL GAZE BAHAVIOR IN CHILDREN WITH PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 28, PP. 199-210.
13. WING L., GOULD J. (1979): SEVERE IMPAIRMENTS OF SOCIAL INTERACTION AND ASSOCIATED ABNORMALITIES IN CHILDREN: EPIDEMIOLOGY AND CLASSIFICATION. ,,JOURNAL OF AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS”, NO 9, PP. 11-29.





Approved by the Head of the Department or an authorised person
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