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SYLLABUS
REGARDING THE QUALIFICATION CYCLE FROM 2026 TO 2027
ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027

1. Basic Course/Module Information 
	Course/Module title
	Trees and woods in rural landscape: ecology, use, conservation

	Course/Module code *
	

	Faculty (name of the unit offering the field of study)
	Faculty of Technology and Life Sciences

	Name of the unit running the course
	Nature Conservation and Landscape Ecology

	Field of study
	Biology / Forestry / Agriculture / Environmental Protection

	Qualification level 
	BSc or MSc

	Profile
	

	Study mode
	Lecture with field visits

	Year and semester of studies
	2026-27, summer semester

	Course type
	

	Language of instruction
	English

	Coordinator
	Andrzej Bobiec

	Course instructor
	Andrzej Bobiec



* - as agreed at the faculty


1.1.Learning format – number of hours and ECTS credits 

	
Semester
(n0.)
	Lectures
	Classes
	
Laboratories

	Seminars
	Practical classes
	Internships
	others
	ECTS credits 

	1
	
	30
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1.2. Course delivery methods
- conducted in a traditional way
- involving distance education methods and techniques

1.3. Course/Module assessment (exam, pass with a grade, pass without a grade) 


2. Prerequisites 
	Good English spoken and written, General ecology, Basics in botany and plant physiology




3. Objectives, Learning Outcomes, Course Content, and Instructional Methods

3.1. Course/Module objectives
	O1
	Conveying the knowledge on traits and life strategies of selected common tree species as a foundation of their successful coping with environmental limitations and risks

	O2
	Teaching how to distinguish different forms of wooded areas and how to identify historical and present factors and processes responsible for development of particular treed habitats

	O3
	Teaching to recognise human forest-related economic activities as important ecological factors contributing to high variety of forms of woodland shape and functionality

	O4
	Sharing awareness of environmental risks and threats to trees and forests; helping to avoid biased ideological narratives related to forest protection

	O5
	Presenting a wide spectrum of policies and approaches dedicated to conservation goals




3.2. Course/Module Learning Outcomes  (to be completed by the coordinator)


	Learning Outcome
	The description of the learning outcome 
defined for the course/module
	Relation to the degree programme outcomes

	LO_01
	Student identifies and acknowledges tree characteristics as its evolutionary adaptations to environmental hazards
	

	LO_02
	Student knows how to identify present and past factors and processes leading to various forms of wooded areas
	

	LO_03
	Student considers human activity as an important factor contributing to the shape and functioning of wooded landscapes 
	

	LO_04
	Student is able to engage in a substantive debate on the credibility of theses present in the public space regarding threats to forests and tree species.
	

	LO_o5
	Student considers adaptation of various conservation approaches depending on the object state and the intended conservation objective
	



3.3. Course content  (to be completed by the coordinator)
A. Lectures

	Content outline

	What is a tree? Tree traits and biometric parameters

	Tree ecological niche and life strategy

	Forests, woodlands, woods, groves, stands – traits and ecological history

	Non-forest treescapes in agricultural landscapes                                                               

	Ecological aspects of using trees, woodmanship, and forestry

	Trees and woodlands in changing climate

	Conservation or protection – protection approaches to wooded areas



B. Classes, laboratories, seminars, practical classes
3.4. Methods of Instruction

Lecture: a problem-solving lecture with discussion, including field excursions to study cases /a lecture supported by a multimedia presentation


4. Assessment techniques and criteria 

4.1 Methods of evaluating learning outcomes 


	Learning outcome

	Methods of assessment of learning outcomes (e.g. test, oral exam, written exam, project, report, observation during classes)
	Learning format (lectures, classes,…)

	LO-01
	report, oral exam
	Lectures

	LO-o2
	report, oral exam
	Lectures with field excursion

	LO-03
	report, oral exam
	Lectures with field excursion

	LO-04
	report, oral exam
	Lectures with field excursion

	LO-05
	report, oral exam
	Lectures with field excursion




4.2 Course assessment criteria 

	· Acceptable academic integrity and behaviour – 10%
· Lectures attendance and active participation in discussions – 20%
· Report – 20%
· Exam – oral credit – 50%




5. Total student workload needed to achieve the intended learning outcomes 
– number of hours and ECTS credits 


	Activity
	Number of hours

	Course hours
	18

	Other contact hours involving the teacher (consultation hours, examinations)
	2

	Non-contact hours - student's own work (preparation for classes or examinations, projects, etc.)
	20

	Total number of hours
	40

	Total number of ECTS credits
	2


* One ECTS point corresponds to 25-30 hours of total student workload


6. Internships related to the course/module

	Number of hours

	

	Internship regulations and procedures
	



7. Instructional materials

	Compulsory literature:
Witkoś-Gnach K., Tyszko-Chmielowiec P. (ed.) (2016) Trees – a Lifespan Approach. Contributions to arboriculture from European practitioners.
Fundacja EkoRozwoju, Wrocław. 136 pp.
Lonsdale, D. (ed.) (2013). Ancient and other veteran trees: further guidance on management. The Tree Council, London. 212 pp.
Bobiec, A. (2012) Białowieża Primeval Forest as a remnant of culturally modified ancient forest. Eur J Forest Res 131, 1269–1285.
Bobiec, A., Reif, A., Öllerer, K. (2018) Seeing the oakscape beyond the forest: a landscape approach to the oak regeneration in Europe. Landscape Ecol 33, 513–528.
Dyderski, M.K., Paź-Dyderska, S., Jagodziński, A.M., Puchałka, R. (2025) Shifts in native tree species distributions in Europe under climate change, J Env Manag 373, 123504.

	Complementary literature: 







Approved by the Head of the Department or an authorised person
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