UK election – exercises   PART 	1
[image: UK general election: how far do the parties go on science? | Science|Business]
[bookmark: _Hlk213834835]1.You are going to learn about UK election system. Before reading the text match each term on the left (1–16) with its correct definition on the right (A–P).
      Terms:
1. Constituencies   2. Ballot papers  3. Hustings   4. Coalition   5. Election day   6. Floating voters   7. Cast their vote  8. Manifestos   9. Postal vote 10. Returning officer   11. Marginals  12. Electorate  13. Win votes  14. Exit polls  15. Woo  16. Polling station
    Definitions:
        A. Public meetings or speeches where political candidates present their views and debate opponents.
B. Geographic areas or divisions of a country whose voters elect a representative to parliament.
C. To actively try to attract or persuade undecided voters to support a political party
 D. The designated day set aside for voters to cast their ballots in an election party.
E. A method of voting where a ballot is marked and returned through the mail rather than cast in person.
F. To successfully convince citizens to support and vote for a specific candidate or party.
G. Constituencies where the incumbent MP holds only a very small majority, making the seat easy to lose.
H. The designated building or location where voters go to vote in an election.
I. The official responsible for organizing the election and announcing the official result in a constituency.
J. Published documents outlining a political party's formal aims, policies, and plans.
K. People who have not yet decided which political candidate or party they will support.
L. To formally record or submit one's choice in an election.
M. The total body of citizens who are qualified and registered to vote in an election.
N. A government formed by an agreement between two or more political parties.
O. Printed slips of paper on which voters mark their choices.
P. Informal surveys conducted by asking voters how they voted right after they leave the polling station.

2. Complete the text about elections in the UK with the words 1-16 :
[bookmark: _Hlk213835737][bookmark: _Hlk213835005][bookmark: _Hlk213834917][bookmark: _Hlk213835761][bookmark: _Hlk213835655][bookmark: _Hlk213835828]Every four years it is time for the British ……………………….. (citizens who are registered to vote in elections) to go to the polls (vote). The various political parties publish their …………………… (formal statements expressing their aims and plans) and then desperately try to …………. (attract) …………………………. (people who have not yet made up their mind which party to vote for). Politicians of every hue can be seen at the ………………… (political speeches usually held in the open air in town centres), running down their opponents’ plans and trying to …………………….. by making extravagant promises. Large numbers of voters now opt for a …………………….. rather than going in person to a ……………………… (a building where people can go to vote) to ……………………….in a secret ballot.
The United Kingdom is divided into ……………….. (divisions of the country, each of which can elect a representative to parliament). Candidates wishing to stand for parliament must pay a deposit of £500 and forfeit that deposit if they receive fewer than 5% of the votes cast in the constituency in which they are standing (hoping to represent).
[bookmark: _Hlk213834979][bookmark: _Hlk213834890][bookmark: _Hlk213835688][bookmark: _Hlk213835788][bookmark: _Hlk213835714]……………………………… in the UK is traditionally a Thursday and has been since 1935. Polling stations open at 07.00 and close at 22.00. ……………………….. (the slips of paper on which people vote) are collected in sealed boxes and taken to the constituency election count (place in the area where the votes are counted). Electoral rules require counting to begin within four hours of the polls closing. The first results are usually declared (announced) around midnight in a few constituencies by the ………………………… (the official responsible for organising the election in a particular constituency), although most results are declared between 3am and 5am. The overall result of the election is usually predicted long before this on the basis of ………………………. (an informal way of forecasting the result by asking people who have just cast their vote who they voted for). At some point during the night, the overall result will become clear and the leader of the main losing party will concede defeat (admit that his or her main rival has Elections may be a close-run contest (decided by just a few votes) and the result may depend on a few …………………. (constituencies where the current MPs only have a very small majority). The end result may be a hung parliament (a parliament in which no single party has won enough votes to form a government), in which case the UK will probably be heading for a …………………..government (a government formed by an agreement between two or more political parties). This is made more likely as a result of the UK’s first past the post electoral system (where only the candidate with the greatest number of votes is elected, even though he or she may have only a relatively small percentage of the total number of votes cast in a particular constituency). won the election).
3. Decide if the sentences below are True or False
1. Floating voters are citizens who have already decided which political party to vote for before the campaign starts.
2. Every candidate standing for parliament must pay a £500 deposit.
3. If a candidate receives less than 5% of the total votes cast in their constituency, they lose their £500 deposit.
4. Counting of the ballot papers must legally start within four hours after the polling stations close.
5. Exit polls are official voter records used to tally the final election results.
6. Electoral tradition in the UK has set election day on a Thursday since 1935.
7. Most constituency election results are declared around midnight.
8. A marginal constituency is one where the current Member of Parliament (MP) holds a very large majority.
9. A hung parliament occurs when no single political party wins enough votes to form a government on its own.
10. Under the UK's "first past the post" system, a candidate can win a constituency even if they do not receive a majority (over 50%) of the total votes cast.


4.Watch the clip about UK elections and then answer the questions below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc78rgUfsFw

1. How many constituencies  are there in the UK?
2. What is the voting system used in  UK general elections called?
3. What do people need to do before the election if they want to take part?



5.Watch the clip again and choose the right alternative.
1. How many people are eligible to vote.
a.46 million
b. we don’t know
c. 64 million
       2. How many members of parliament does each constituency have?
             a. doesn’t say
             b. one
             c. two
       3. You have to vote on election day to take part.
            a. true
            b. doesn’t say
            c. false
       4.  The part with the most votes wins the election.
              a. true
               b. doesn’t say
               c. false
        5. The political party with the most MPs is called:
             a. the government
             b. the parliament
             c. the majority       

https://www.onestopenglish.com/support-for-teaching-vocabulary/theme-based-expressions-uk-election-special/554349.article
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